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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, MI 

SUBJECT: LILONGWE TO BECOME MALAWI'S CAPITAL JANUARY 1 

1. IN SPEECH CLOSING ANNUAL MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY CONVENTION 
SEPTEMBER 7, PRESIDENT BANDA ANNOUNCED THAT LILONGWE WOULD 
OFEICIALLY REPLACE ZOMBA AS CAPITAL ON JANUARY 1, 1975. MINISTRY 
OF FINANCE WILL MOVE TO LILONGWE IN OCTOBER 1974 AND OFFICE OF 
PRESIDENT BEEORE END OF YEAR. BANDA SAID HIS PERSONALLY OWNED 
RESIDENCE IS NOW READY EOR OCCUPANCY AND THEREEORE THERE NO NEED 
TO CONSTRUCT ADDITIONAL STATE HOUSE IN LILONGWE AT THIS TIME. 

2. COMMENT: ANNOUNCEMENT ENDS LONG PENDING QUESTION RE WHEN 
PRESIDENT WOULD MOVE TO DECLARE LILONGWE OFFICIAL CAPITAL AND 
WHY THERE NO OFEICIAL RESIDENCE BEING CONSTRUCTED AT PRESENT IN 
LILONGWE. BY JANUARY 1 OR SOON THEREAETER WE EXPECT ALL EMBASSIES 
IN COUNTRY WILL BE EUNCTIONING IN NEW CAPITAL EXCEPT EOR U.S. 

AND WEST GERMANY. I BELIEVE WE SHOULD MAKE CONCENTRATED EFEORT 
EXPEDITE OUR PRESENT CONSTRUCTION PLANS AND SCHEDULE AND WILL 
PERSONALLY ENDEAVOR INSURE THERE IS NO HOLD UP ON THIS END. 
STEVENSON 
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